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PROGRESS ON THE NEW BUILDING | 
Although half of the allotted time of the construction | 
schedule for the new NLM building has now run its course, } 1551 
the actual work is only about one-third completed. It is —_ 
good to be able to report that there has been an upsurge of # Ret: 
construction activity during the last few weeks. 86t! 
at | 
HIPPOCRATES PLANE TREE 38° 
ae 
NLM plans to plant, on the grounds of its new building } : 
in Bethesda, a slip from the plane tree on the Dodecanese mit 
island of Cos under whose shade Hippocrates is reputed to a 
have taught his students. Under the dateline of July 15 the hea 
New York Times reported that U.S. Ambassador Ellis 0. Briggs pub 
in Athens had received several of these slips from the Greek | 5° 
Government. They are now in this country, temporarily under 
the expert care of the Agricultural Research Service's Glenn |} 
Dale Nurseries. 
' 
DIRECTOR'S STATUS bra 
the 
Rut 


Dr. Frank B. Rogers has resigned his commission in the 
U. S. Army as of July 31, 1960, and on August 1 _ he became a Sea 
member of the Commissioned Corps of the U. S. Public Health ~~ 
Service. 


INTERLIBRARY LOAN ACTIVITY } 


During fiscal year 1960 the National Library of Medi- _ 
cine completed 90,984 interlibrary loan requests by the use ae 
of photographic processes. This is an increase of 30.7% over ' anes 
the volume of material processed in the previous fiscal year. ie 
Pages reproduced for all Library purposes increased by more 
than 144,000, to a total of 3,257,000. While the number of , a 
pages reproduced in response to interlibrary loan requests —_ 
increased by 596,000, for a year's total of 2,041,000 pages, Tre 
there was a parallel decrease of 444,000 in the number of Fin 
pages reproduced for the NLM "poor paper" project, reducing ' 0! 
the year's production for this purpose to 891,000 pages. a 

This is a somewhat disquieting development. It is clear bap 
that fulfillment of interlibrary loan requests must always , Wac 
have first priority. But it is also apparent that the "poor a 
paper" program, designed to recover on film the very large gre 
bulk of materials on deteriorating paper stock, which other- a 
wise will face oblivion, must not be allowed to languish. san 
Since the level of interlibrary loan requests’ shows every “ 


sign of continuing to increase, plans will have to be made 


; ; = ; + tay fe WAS 
for increasing the capacity of the photoduplication activity. ” 
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DOCUMENTATION STUDIES 


Of extreme interest to medical librarians is the report 
issued by the staff of the Committee on Government Opera- 
tions, U. S. Senate, entitled Documentation, Indexing, and 
Retrieval of Scientific Information (Senate Document No. 113 
86th Congress, 2d Session. 1960. 283 p. Available from GPO 
at $.70). It covers current and proposed information stor- 
age and retrieval programs within various Federal agencies, 
as well as reports from selected private industries. 

The Special Investigating Subcommittee of the House Com- 
mittee on Science and Astronautics held hearings May 11-16 
on the subject of research on mechanical translation. These 
hearings have now been published. The Committee has also 
published a report (House Report No. 2021, 86th Congress, 2d 
Session, 1960) on Research on Mechanical Translation. 











SURVEY 


A study of the Saint Elizabeths Hospital Medical Li- 
brary is being made by the National Library of Medicine at 
the request of Dr. Winfred Overholser, Superintendent. Miss 
Ruth MacDonald, Assistant to the Director, and Miss Frances 
Seaver, Reference Librarian, are serving as the Library's 
representatives in the study. 


RECENT HMD ACQUISITIONS 


Two choice sixteenth century editions have been acquired 
recently: Jacques Houllier's De morbis internis, libri II 
..» Lugduni, 1578 (which had been ordered twice before but 
was reported sold), and Luciano Belli's De coenae ac prandii 
portione, Bononiae, 1533. The Library may now boast also the 
first edition of Hermann Boerhaave's Institutiones medicae, 
Lugduni Batavorum, 1708, and an interesting imprint on syph- 
ilis from the island of Malta, Fortunatus Antonius Cren's 
Tractatus physicomedicus de americana lue, 1762. Also re- 
ceived is the Dissertatio medica inauguralis de motu muscu- 
lorum (1761) of Benjamin Alexander, later the translator of 
Morgagni's De sedibus ..., published in three large quarto 
volumes in London in 1769. Of Alexander, Munk quotes Mr. 
Wadd (possibly William Wadd in his Nugae chirurgicae, 1824) 
to the effect that he “was a short, corpulent man, and so 
great a devotee of the Brunonian system, that he drank thir- 
teen pints of porter the day of his death. ... He used to 
say he undertook the translation of Morgagni's work in con- 
sequence of a taunt from Sir George Baker, but the guinea 
per sheet from the bookseller was a more probable cause. He 
was a clever man, but vain of his talents." 
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NEW NLM PUBLICATIONS 


Bibliography of Medical Reviews, vol. 5, 1960. [For sale by 
Superintendent of Documents, Government Printing Office, 
Washington 25, D. C. $1.25] 


The fifth annual volume of BMR lists by subject 2,382 
review articles selected from some 5,000 periodical titles 
received at NLM during 1959. An author index is provided, 





Film Reference Guide for Medicine and Allied Sciences, 1960, 
[For sale by the Superintendent of Documents, Government 
Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C. $1] 





A revised and up-to-date subject listing of some 2,000 
currently available medical films. This publication is pro» 
duced by NLM for the Interdepartmental Committee on Medical 
Training Aids. 


National Library of Medicine Catalog, 1955-1959. [For sale 
by Judd & Detweiler, Inc., Washington 2, D.C. 6 vols.$60] 
The second quinquennial cumulation of entries repre- 
sented by NLM cards. (Part One: Authors, 3 vols.; Part Two; 
Subjects, 3 vols.) 





Psychiatry for the Non-Psychiatric Physician: a bibliography, 
[Available on request to NLM] 





A listing of 184 references under eight headings, with 
an author index, compiled by Jeannette Barry. 


Medical Portraits; a preliminary check list. [Available on 
request to NLM] 





A selective listing of 1,874 physicians and scientists 
whose portraits are on file in the Library's portrait col- 
lection, compiled by Cora E. Morrison and Sheila M. Parker. 


Medical Subject Headings. [In press. To be sold by the Su: 
perintendent of Documents, Government Printing Office, 
Washington 25, D. C. $2.25] 





The new subject heading authority list of the National 
Library of Medicine now in press and expected to be issued 
by the end of August. 





Use of funds for printing this publication approved by the Director 
of the Bureau of the Budget, February 26, 1960 

















